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Brought  Lincoln  News. 


^••m    8  a  resldient  of  Sanigartion  coumty,  III.. 
f\     from  Junufiry,  1855,  uJiHl  December, 
1 1  \t  IHtiO,  I  lhad  th©  sood  I'orturi'e  to  know 
I  /    V  Mr.  Lincoln  first  as  a  J-ienry  Clay 
/  Whig,  and  heard  hia  great  Siseech  In 

;  'the  oPd  sta-tehouse,  where  h©  uttered  the. 
'  mem'orabl©  prophecy  that  "  this  country  can- 
!  rot  long  emd'urei  half  sla-ve.  am-d  half  free," 
j  e'tc.  Hanrlng  some  interesting  lnc1d«ntB 
,  stored  up  In  my  memory  tlhiat  bajve  never 
.  i)e&n  published,  I  take'  the  present  op(por. 
^Itunity  to. do  so. 

In  t!he  gfl-eat  and  memonable  struggle  of 
"1858  between  the  two  giants  for  the  Unl'ted 
States  aenatorshJp,  it  iS'  generally  supposed 
and  has  been  published  that  Mr.  Douglas' 
overwhelming  popularity  had  secured  th© 
•  smajll  majority  of  four  on  joint  ballot  In  the 
;  legislature.    People  may  be  surprised  Wihem 
/  1  say  tlhat  he  secured  it  by  colonization. 
:  Undea-  th©  old  st^ite  constitution  every  male 
citizen  was  a  1egi3.1  voter  who  hiad  resided  in 
,  the  precinct  thirty  days  preceding  the  elec- 
!tion    and  one  j^ear  in  the'  start.e  (noi  ooilnty 
qualifications).    Mr.  Douglas'  political  miaii- 
'f  agers  conceived  the  idea  of  colonizing  and 
?f  making  useful  a  lot  of  useless  Democrats  in 
h  the  strong?-"-, -  "g.e"ublican  counties    in  the 
iinorthera/  ne  state  and  placing  thern 

if^SB-'-^lwf'  'H'.siie.d^caa^     %,of  Sec; 

■  Morgan. 'Iv.!.,  .Siarigiamoin,  aiid  othersi  ti 

f  secure  tlhe^  election  of  Douglas  representa- 
tives in  the  legislature.  AS'  these  importe<i 
voters  were  mostly  of  the  free  lunch  denomi- 
'  nation,  their  price  wos  a  round  trip  ticket  and 
free  boarfl  for  thirty  days.  They  weire  then. 
Independent  citizens  and  legal  voters  im  the 
various  precincts  where  tlhey  were  located, 
and'  by  their  aid  Mr.  Douglasi secured'  his  elec- 
tion on  Joint  ballot. 

Tried   It  Again. 

The  scheime  prove4  so  sa'tisfactory  thiat 
they  tried  the  gam'e  again  in  1860.  A  large 
farmer,  one  of  my  ne'ighibors.  Judge  Ball, 
took  thirty  of  thiese  mien  aga.i'n,  and  on  elec- 
tion day  came  to  my  voting  precinct  at 
Chatham',  Sangamo^n  county.  111.,  at  the  head 

.,  of  his  force,  each  man  being  suppliled  with 
a  Dem'ocratlc  ballot.  Upo'n  tjielr  arrival 
they  were  met  with  the  prop'OSition  of  a  $5 
bill  and  a  Republican  ballot  in  exchange  for 
the  Deim'ocratic  ballot,  which  they  gre'edlly 
accepted  to  the  judge's  utter  surprise  and 
regardless  of  his  threats  a.n'd  imprecablO'ns. 
After  S'eeing  a'bout  ten  of  them  vote,  he 
mounted  his  horse  for  home  amid  the  jeers 
of  thie  crowd,  and  the  "  b'ys  "  a  few  miruutes 
later  took  the  train  for  Chicago,  greatly  eLat- 

'  ed  over  their  financial  Success. 

,  Just  O'ne  week  before  Mr.  Lincolnr's  elec- 
tion in.  1800  I  airrlved  in  Springfield  from 
central  Texas,  a  fugit'Ive  from  the'  clutcihe'S 
of  a  vlgllainiC'e  commiitibee,  whO'  re.ached  my 
sheep  ranch  the  next  day  after  I  left,  I  hav- 
ing been  notified  by  firiemds  thait  I  was  to  be 
hung  by  thiem  as  an  abolitliO'n'lst.  Not  find- 
ing ni'B,  they  went  to  Mr.  Adams''  ranich,  about 
six  or  eight  miles  dis'ta.nt,  who  had  inmo- 
oenitly  subscribed  to  the  New  York  Tribune, 
and  took  him  from  his  bed,  wi'th  his  wife  an,d 
chiildiren  begging  for  his  life,  and  hoinig  him  to 
a  tree  in  his  yard,  where  my  partner,  William 
S.  Head,  found  him  tihe  following  day  and. 
cut  him  do%vn,  amd  reported  tO' the  n.eiighlbora  : 
five  mile'S'  away  the  terrible  tragedy.  Mr. 
Hetad  on  entering  the  house  found  the  poor 
stricken'  widO'W  lying  im  a  swoon  on  th» 
floor,  her  little  baby  trying  to  nurse,  and  the 
two  older  chlldre'n  screamiing  for  fear  he 
,Uad  come  to  kill  theim. 

Told  WIi<at  Houston  Said. 

I  At  the  sugestion  of  an  older  brother  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  would  be  'glad  to  &ee  me,  I  called 
upon  him  at  the  statehouse.  He  inquired  at 
onc€'  when  I  h'adi  reached  home,  and  added 
that  hie  wanted  an'  interview  with,  me  a,nd  that 
J  should  think  it  over  eo  I  could  tell  him 
iof  the  condition  of  the  south,  what  they  wero 
now  doing  politioaJIy  amd,  what  they  ilntended 
to  do.  Mr.  Lincoln  sedated  me  at  one^  end  of 
the  I'O'Unige,  and  he  at  the  O'ther  Uebened'  with 
great  interest,  taking  notes,  and  asking  m'» 
many  questions  after  the  conclusion  of 
my  story,  of  which  I  will  relate  only 
one  item,  which  waa  an  Interview  with 
Gen^  Sam  Houston,  the'ti  governor  of 
the  etat«.  During  this  conversation  I 
asked  the  governor  what  harm  Mr.  Llrt- 
ooln  could  do  tlie  sJave  inteireat*  a«  the  chief 


executive  of  the  nation,  with  the  United 
Stat'es'  swnate  solidly  Deimooratlc  and'  tJie 
United  States  Supreme  court  eolidly  Demo- 
cratic. Mr.  Lincoln  asked  me  Instantly  what 
was  the  governor's  reply,  which'  was  thet 
Mr.  Lincoln's  hands  would  be  tied  and  tliat 
he  would  be  ais  powerless'  asi  a  private  Indl- 
vidiuaJ.  Mr.  Lincoln  said  be  oould  only  exe- 
cute the -lawa  OS'  he  found  them,  that  he 
recognized  th^lir  le'g'al  rlights,  aind  hadi  no  dlsi- 
posltlonto  Interfere  with  them. 

Mr.  Nicolay,  Mr.  Lincoln's  private  secre- 
tary, and  Col.  Ellsworth,  W'ho  was  the  first 
union,  officer  killed  Inilthe  cilvil  war,  listened' to 
my  story.  At  the  conclusion  Mr.  Llrucoln  said 
that  he  had  sent  several  rrien  into  the  south 
who  had  got  hold  of  the  surface  of  the  matter, 
but  from  me  he  got  definite  ideas  as  to  the 
co'njditlon  of  affairs,  and  thanked  me  kindly 
for  corriingln.  I  tlien  said  to  Mr.  Lincoln  that 
I  regretted'  to  siay  anj-thiing  to  cause  him  un- 
ea'slness,  but  that  I  consaderedi  it  ani  im- 
perative duty  to  ask  those  young  men  if  not 
already  armed  to  be  so,  and  under  no  circum- 
stances to  Ie|,v6  Mr.  Lincoln  without  protec- 
tion. I  will  say  that  at  Mr.  Lincoln's  solici- 
tation to  be.  at  his  office  at  2  p.  m.  that  day, 
I  spent  the  hours  Intervening  convincing  the 
proimlnent  men.  of  Springfield  of  the  necessilty 
Lincoln's  protection  at  once,  for  I  had 
j'that  lie  sat  In  his  house  with  the  win- 
dow S'hades'  up,  an  easy  ma.rk  for  a  coward, 
and  walked'  tbe  streets  as  an  ordinary  citizen 
unprotected.  Of  the  prominent  men  of  Spring- 
field that  I  s'aw  were  Noah  Matheny,  Jacob 
Bunn,  ba.nkeir;  Messrs.  Stewart  &  Edward 
of  the  leading  law  firm  of  the  city;  C.  M. 
Smith,  Mr.  Lincoln'' si  broth'er-Jn-law;  Edward 
Thayer,  the  dry  goods  me'rchant,  and  others 
of  Mr.  Lincoln's  influential  friends,  and  "l  am^ 
happy  to  say  th'at  Mr.  Lincoln  was  jealously 
guarded'  from  tlmt  time  until  he  reached' 
Washington'. 

To  Kill  Him  on  Slgrbt. 

The  general  belief  of  the  southern  people 
was  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  an  abolitionist, 
which  to  them  seemed  to  justify  his  assassi- 
nation, and  I  often  heard  men  say  they  would 
kill  him  on  sight.  . 

I  wondered'  that  some  hare  brainedi  fellow 
had  noi  accomplished  the  dr'eadful  deed. 
Many  meri,  of  intelllgenoe  in  the  south 
thought  if  he  were  out  of  the  way  the  people 
would  then  elect  Breckenrldge  and  save  the 
union.  Using  their  position  and  influenee 
to  inflame  the  roughs',  whose  number  was 
about  10  to  1,  they  made  his  taking  off  the 
popular  topic  of  conversation,  as  part  of  the 
scheme  of  the  secessionists  to  further  their, 
end  was'  to  help  bring  the  state  of  Texas  lnto 
the  secessionist  line. 

About  Deo.  15,  18G0,  I  was  called  to  my  old 
home  In  New  York,  and;  in  company  with 
Mrs.  Hoppin  called'on  Mr.  Lincoln  to  bid'him' 
gO'Od-by  and  godspeed.  During  our  call  he 
took  from  the  wall  a  log  cabin  whittled  from 
a  cedar  rail  in  one  piece,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived that  day  as  a  present  from  one  of  his 
admirers,  and  laid  it  across  Mrs.  Hoppin's 
arms.  She  exclaimed:  "How  light  it  is!" 
As  Mr.  Lincoln  took  it  from  her.  he  stood  a 
moment  with  his  sad,  thoughtful  face  full  of 
deep  feeling,  then  said:  "I  hope  It  may  be 
symbolic  of  the  chain  that  binds  the  union — 
light,  but  strong."  B.  E.  Hoppin, 

Chicago.  Jan,  29,  1009. 


CO  .NG  ER 
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Mr,  Louis  A.  Warren, 

c/o  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

We  have  the  following 

Lincolniana: 

« 

Item  1.  Minfature  model  of  the  house  in 
which  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born. 
Made  of  china  about  1900.  Under 
the  edge  of  the  roof  on  one  side 
is  an  opening  large  enough  for  a 
coin  about  the  size  of  a  25  cent 
piece  to  enter.  This  was  originally 
used  as  a  child's  bank.  There  is 
no  way  to  remove  the  coins  except 
through  this  slot.   It  is  in  per- 
fect condition,  $2,50, 

Item  2,  A  Letter  written  from  Troy,  N,Y, , 
October  17th,  1860  by  James  Crom- 
well to  Calvin  Pardee.  It  is  a  per- 
sonal letter  from  one  fraternity 
member  to  another.  In  it  is  mention- 
ed the  following  statement:  "Politics 
are  very  lively  in  town,  processions 
almost  every  night  -  on  the  11th  there 
is  to  be  a  grand  union  procession  of 
all  opposed  to  the  election  of  Lincoln 
and  on  the  23rd  the  wide  awakes  of 
this  City  with  Companies  from  abroad 
parade" . 

Calvin  Pardee  and  James  Cromwell  held 
positions  as  officers  in  the  Civil  War 
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220  So.  FIFTEENTH  ST. 

PHILADELPHIA 

March  19,  1934. 


fighting  for  the  cause  of  the  Union* 
This  item  |2,00. 

Of  course  I  am  willing  to  send 
both  of  the  items  to  you  subject  to  your 
approval , 

Thanking  you  for  your  past 
patronage,  we  remain 

Most  sincerely  yours, 
THE  ODD  SHOP. 


HB/AT 


The  Odd  Sliop 

220  So.  fifteenth  511*96* 

PhiXadelTiiiia,  Periusyl  vr^aia 

Crentlei-'jen: 

r.     vrren  is  caiivalesciai;;       a  . l 
iioepit-iil  wlicro  li©  lias  lieon  for  two  wseks,  #md 
ha?"  ftRkBd  me  to  h-'i'^'-e  yiu  for.varr!  for  pp-'nroval 
•Uie  si:iall  lo,%  cabin  t^-hicli  you  offer,  if  it  has 
iiiscrirti  >n  yfcica  identifios  it  asr.  a  Lin- 
coln c  =.uiii. 

Ho  does  not  fael.  thr^t  tre  xf.mld  6,  to 
a^- quire  the  letter, 

V'.ry  sincer-ly, 

I 

Sllen  ^erendeen 
Secretary  to  l>r.  '%-v-rsn 


April  26.  1934 


The  OM  Slrap 

220  Sto.  Fifteentti  St. 

Philadelphia,  Peansylvaaia 

Gtmtlesimi 

I  rogrei  after  isMs  long  delajr  that  w«  tiil^ 
it  wisB  to  return  your  siaall  Lincoln  cabin. inaamuch 
as  "sif©  have  never  acquired  any  pottery  of  sa^y  kind 
relating  to  Lincoln,  I  am  imder  tlie  iopresaion 
slionld  not  b€^n  now  as  there  are  so  loas^  itiBBis  In 
this  field* 

thanking  you  rwry  mch  for  submitting  the 
it«a  to  us  and  we  is^ill  see  that  it  is  carefully  paoilced 
and  insured  against  breaking. 

Yeiy  truly  yotixs, 


LAW:LH 


Director 


MADISON,  WIS.,  Saturday,  Feb.  12,  1955 


CoMstriict  It  With  Twljgs 


Build  a  Miniature 
Lincoln  Fence 

By  CAPPY  DICK 

AMINIA  T  U  R  E  , 
rail  fence  is 
fun  to  build  in 
observance  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  birth- 
day. Use  twigs  about 
three  inches  long. 
Split  them  with  a 
paring  knife  and 
then  lay  them  in 
zig  -  z  a  g  formation 
just  as  farmers  did 
in  Abe  Lincoln's 
time. 

Few  farmers  use 
split  rail  fences 
around  their  fields 
these  days  because 
the  zig-zag  con- 
sumes too  much  ground  space.  Instead,  wire  fences  are  used,  allow- 
ing grain  to  be  grown  on  the  greatest  possible  area  of  the  field. 
However,  some  people  like  to  build  a  rail  fence  around  their  coun- 
try homes  because  they  like  the  rustic  appearance. 

In  Lincoln's  time  it  didn't  matter  very  much  whether  the  fence 
logs  were  crooked.  An  ordinary  log  was  split  into  two  or  four 
pieces  down  its  entire  length.  Then  the  rails  were  zig-zagged  as 
shown  in  Figures  1  and  2. 

Collect  enough  three-inch  twigs  to  build  a  fence  of  the  length 
you  want.  Split  them  in  half  lengthwise.  Lay  a  row  of  rails  over- 
lapping each  other  in  zig-zag  formation.  When  the  first  row  is  as 
long  as  the  fence  is  to  be,  lay  the  second  row,  then  the  third  and 
fourth  rows,  building  the  fence  as  high  as  you  wish.  If  you  want 
it  to  be  solidly  built,  place  a  drop  of  fast-drying  model  airplane 
glue  on  each  rail  end  before  you  rest  the  next  rail  on  it. 

After  you  have  experimented  with  a  fence,  build  a  miniature 
log  cabin  as  the  boy  has  done  in  Figure  3.  Use  glue  to  hold  the 
logs  together.  Make  the  roof  of  two  pieces  of  cardboard  glued  in 
place.  ' 
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A  log  cabin  and  Abraham  Lincoln 
are  associated  in  the  minds  of  many 
people  whose  long  ago  school  books 
pictured  both  the  man  and  his  early 
home  in  the  Midwest.  There  is  also 
the  link  between  an  ax  and  Lincoln 
as  we  are  told  that  he  used  to  split 
rails  as  a  youth.  Of  course  water 
must  have  been  drawn  from  a  well 
near  the  cabin  and  little  imagination 
is  needed  to  assume  that  Lincoln  was 
familiar  with  garden  tools. 

So,  a  cabin,  an  ax,  a  well  and 
assorted  tools  become  little  parts  of  a 
collection  that  can  revive  the  spirit  of 
Lincoln  in  a  miniature  landscape  set 
up  in  his  honor  on  February  12th.  To 
carry  out  the  Lincoln  theme,  little 
objects  will  have  to  be  collected  that 
might  have  been  a  part  of  his 
environment.  Saved  and  added  to 
from  year  to  year,  enough  charac- 
teristic articles  can  be  accumulated 
to  arrange  a  dish  garden^  that  will  be 
admired  by  youngsters  and  adults 
alike. 

Log  cabins  are  not  difficult  to  find. 
Children's  toys  will  sometimes 
include  a  small  log  cabin.  Copies  of 
woodland  cabins  are  often  available 
at  vacation  .parks  as  souvenir  items. 
Or  a  clever  craftsman  can  make  a 
satisfactory  replica  using  twigs  or 
small  branches  as  logs  for  the 
structure.  The  pretty  little  log  cabin 
pictured  was  made  in  1918  in 
Pinehurst,  S.C.  The  wood  used  is 
rhododendron,  a  tall  shrub  native  in 
many  parts  of  that  state.  The  cabin 
was  well  buiilt  to  last  all  these  years. 
The  roof  is  hinged  to  open  which 
suggests  that  the  cabin  was 
originally  a  container  for  perhaps 
sweet-scented  pine  needles.  Who 
knows?  At  any  rate,  it  is  an  old 
novelty  perfectly  suited  to  be  the 
feature  of  a  Lincoln  display. 

Little  well-heads  might  be  found  in 
toy  stores  or  a  shop  that  deals  in 
miniatures.  Small  pumps  or  the 
covered  wishing-well  type  will  serve 
to  suggest  water  for  the  cabin. 
Sections  of  plastic  rail  fences  or 
those  of  pickett  can  be  foimd  to  mark 
boundaries  to  close  off  the  woods 
from  the  cabin  area.  An  ax,  hoe, 
rake,  spade  or  plow  may  be  placed 
near  a  feigned  woodpile  or  garden. 
Hand-made  tools  carved  from  wood 
long  ago  are  not  uncommon  in  old 
house  sales  or  in  antiques  shops.  The 
primitive  plow  pictured  is  made  of 
lightweight  wood  and  is  probably 
seventy  years  old.  Also  the  rake  with 


Collecting 
for  a 
Lincoln  Scene 


by  Elizabeth  Pullar 


All  Photos  by  Budney 


Transform  a  cookie  sheet  into  an  imaginative  Lincoln  scene,  using  little  articles 
collected  for  the  purpose. 


A  cabin  made  of  rhododendron  wood  In  1918  serves  os  the  feature  of  a  miniature 
Lincoln  landscope. 


one  broken  peg  is  an  old  item 
recently  acquired  by  the  writer. 
Miniature  modern  tools  are  fun  to 
collect  and  are  usually  made  of  either 
plastic  or  metal.  Today  they  are 
merely  novelties  but  a  century  from 
now,  a  group  of  these  tiny  tools  will 
be  a  collection  of  no  small  interest. 

To  add  a  suggestion  of  Hveliness 
to  the  panorama,  domestic  farm 
animals  that  might  have  been  a  part 
of  Lincoln's  surroundings  will  be 
appropriate.  Start  a  collection  of 
small  farm  animals  from  a  child's 
abandoned  toy  farm  or  from  parts  of 
a  discarded  creche.  The  size  of  the 
animals  will  have  to  be  in  proportion 
to  the  cabin,  so  they  must  be  small. 
Shops  that  carry  Japanese  novelties 
for  dish  gardens  may  supply  small 
animals  of  just  the  right  size.  Dogs, 
horses,cows.  chickens,  ducks  and 
even  deer  may  be  placed  here  and 
there  as  they  would  be  found 
naturally  in  a  farm  picture. 

A  large  tray  or  cookie  sheet  with 
low  sides  lined  with  foil  makes  a 
good  base  for  a  Lincoln  scene.  A 
layer  of  soil  should  cover  the  whole, 
piled  higher  if  a  hill  effect  is  desired. 
Then  the  cabin  is  set  in  place  on  the 
dirt.  Pebbles  or  bits  of  gravel  make 
stepping  stones  to  the  well.  A  piece 
of  broken  mirror  can  be  set  in  the  soil 
for  a  pond  and  bits  of  moss  pressed 
around  it  to  hide  the  edges 
irregularly.  Evergreen  trees  are 
represented  by  sprigs  of  spruce  or 
hemlock  anchored  in  the  dirt. 
Deciduous  trees  form  the  wild 
woodland  that  might  be  separated 
from  the  cabin  area  by  a  stone  wall 
made  of  odd  sized  pebbles.  Plants 
with  small  leaves  such  as  mosses, 
thyme  or  moneywort  can  be  used  to 
fill  in  as  shrubs  and  vines. 

A  Uttle  imagination  will  go  a  long 
way  in  making  a  natural  looking 
Lincoln  scene.  It  is  the  diminutive 
additions  of  Uttle  objects  that  add 
interest  to  the  setting  £md  that 
become  the  items  of  a  collection. 
Start  looking  for  what  may  be 
appropriate  articles  and  make  a 
typical  scene  for  Lincoln's  birthday 
to  exhibit  in  the  home,  school, 
library  or  bank.  It  will  be  an  eye- 
catcher  and  arouse  curiosity  as  to 
where  all  the  "little  things"  came 
from.  Knowing  the  circumstances, 
friends  may  contribute  miniature 
animals,  tools  or  even  a  log  cabin  to 
make  your  collection  even  larger. 
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